
WEB DESIGN  

What is Web Design/web development? 

The term web design refers to the development, creation 

and visual design of the various files and documents that 

you see on the web. The better the web design, more will 

the visitors get attracted to a web page, leading to more 

activity and so,  improving the probability of sales. For all 

website owners, it is important to create not just visually 

attractive designs but also highly functional ones. While 

designing a website, one must keep in mind several factors 

that can lead to a highly interactive page/pages. The quality 

and appeal of the web design plays an important role in 

influencing the decision of a visitor to revisit the website. 

Building a website needs proper planning and thinking so that the result is a design that has high visual appeal as 

well as a smooth interface. Creation or development of a website is a process involving the right level of creativity, 

imagination, skills and knowledge. While planning a web design, you can consider the following given tips: 

    Define your target audience – The first step is to define your target audience as this will have an impact on your 

design, content, and other specifications. 

    Clutter-free design – It is always better to go for a clutter-free design as simplicity, and the concept of ‘less is 

more’ is often more welcomed by users. 

    Intuitive navigation – The functionality and navigation of the website too must be fast, smooth and intuitive in 

nature. For this, it is better to go for a design with low bandwidth. 

 

 Web Development Languages 

A programming language is a language that is used to create content for the internet or web. It’s a formally 

developed language that is created in order to communicate directions and instructions into a computer system. 

There are many types of programming languages which are used to develop several programs that help to control 

machines and the way they function. 

Programming is the way to make a web page or website appear as an understandable series of written content, 

visual graphics and colors, etc. If a page is written using HTML, which is a programming language, then the visual 

output won’t be in HTML but in language that you can understand. 

HTML and CSS are some of the most common and popular languages used to create or design websites. The 

following is a brief of the objective of these languages: 

 

What is HTML? 

HTML stands for Hypertext Markup Language is a programming or web markup language that is used for creation 

and development of web pages. HTML is the main basis or core of any web page, no matter how complex it is in 

nature. Anyone who wants to learn how to create content for the web must first learn HTML. HTML basically 

provides the general structure for the creation or development of web pages. The elements of a web page such as 

the headlines, the titles, the links and the text, etc. are all included in an HTML file or document. 

This language uses tags that identify content, and there are more than hundred different tags. Tags are basically 

those elements that provide instructions about how the text would be displayed and how graphics will be visible.  

For example, if you had to display the sentence ‘My Name is John’ on a webpage, then the HTML command that you 

will give for it will be: 

<p> My Name is John</p> 

 



Since HTML is a markup language, it does not need or require any special editor and does not need to compile it. 

HTML can be written in any text editor, but some people also make use of special HTML editors for the designing or 

creation of web pages. Also, HTML does not require any server or the help of uploading on the internet to interpret 

documents on your computer system. Basically, in order to use and learn HTML, you need to memorize as many 

tags as possible, especially the most important or commonly used ones, which are given as follows: 

<a>-this tag helps to create a hyperlink so that a user can go from one page to another. 
<p>-this tag denotes a paragraph. 
<br>-this tag is used to create a single line break in a page or document. 
<img>-this tag is used to denote a space for an image that is linked. 

<b>-this tag is used to denote a word or series of words in bold. 
<div>-this tag in HTML is used to divide off sections in a document. 
<html>-this tag is used to denote the starting of an HTML document. 

 
To understand HTML code writing, you can refer to the following example: 

<html> 
<head> 
<title>The first web page</title> 
</head> 
<body> 

All the content of the web page comes here: 

</body> 
</html> 

 

How does HTML work? 

As mentioned above, HTML is a language that helps a web designer create the format or structure of web pages. In 

order to work with HTML or use it, you will either need a text editor like Notepad or WordPad or an HTML editor. In 

order to create a file using HTML, you will need to name it as index.htm or index.html. Creating a website or 

webpage by making use of HTML is a simple process that only requires you to memorize the tags, know their usage 

and implement them when needed. While HTML forms the core of all web pages on the internet, it is important to 

understand that it alone isn’t enough and designers may need to use other platforms and programming languages 

too to come up with a brilliant page or site. 

 

Process of creating a website using HTML 

Step 1.Creating an HTML doc-The first step in creating an HTML document is to select a text editor or HTML editor of 

your choice and then save it under the name’sample.html’ or ‘sample.htm’. This means that your file will be stored 

under this name on your desktop or computer system. 

Step 2. -The next step for creating a web page is to know the correct and proper structure of an HTML doc and then 

use it when writing the code. All web pages have a certain format that has to be followed, and the following are the 

details of this format: 

    The first line of the document identifies the version or the type of HTML that you are using. 
    The rest of the document must be enclosed within <html> and </html> pair of tags. 
 
    The first part or section of a web page is known as the HEAD, and this means that the page begins with <head> 

tag and ends with </head> tag. This section contains information for the browser, and this part contains the 

purpose of the document but the information given in it is not displayed on the web page. 

    The next part of the HTML code contains information that is displayed on the web page and this part is known as 

the BODY and is enclosed within the <body> and </body> pair of tags. 

Step 3. Work then on smaller pieces of text. Now that you have the format and structure, it is time to fill in smaller 

details. Here, it is important to remember that the Head section’s most important tag is the TITLE tag that is used to 

give the title to your web page. This title is not displayed on the web page but lets the browser know the title of 

your document. Similarly, the BODY of the document must consist of important tags like ‘PARAGRAPH’ or <p> tags 

so as to distinguish between different paragraphs of the content. 

Step 4. Displaying images- Another important aspect of creating s webpage using HTML is to add images to it. There 

are two main ways of doing so, and they are given as follows: 



 The first method involves linking the page to another website that has the image that you want to display. This can 

be done by giving the code: <img src=”web address” alt=”logo”> 

    The next method is having an images folder and linking your web page to the image directly by following the 

given code: <img src=”image source” alt=”My picture”> 

Step 5. Adjusting colours on your website-. Every colour has a code, and the colours of background, text and tables 

can be adjusted accordingly. 

 

What is CSS? 

CSS or Cascading Style Sheets is a simple language that is used to alter and change the visual appearance of 

websites. CSS helps to describe how a particular webpage or website on the web will look in a web browser. While 

HTML forms the structure, CSS does the decorating and designing work. CSS is in charge of the fonts, text styles, 

the backgrounds, the colors as well as the other design characteristics. 

What is really special about CSS is the fact that the same CSS file can be linked to multiple pages which makes it 

possible for a developer or designer to change the look of several pages simultaneously. This language makes use of 

a simple and easy to understand syntax that is composed of two parts that are the selector and the declaration. The 

selector is the one who decides the element on which a rule is applicable whereas the declaration decides the action 

to be taken on the element. 

 

Posting the website 

Posting the website files to the Internet is one of the most complicated steps of setting up a website for most 

people. For the web page to be viewable by other users, the user must post his or her website on a server where it 

can be viewed by individuals on the Internet. 

 

Web Host 

Web hosting allows for users to have another company store and maintain your website for you or your company. A 

web hosting company may or may not be needed depending upon what is available through your Internet Service 

Provider. When setting up with a web hosting company, we recommend that you verify the below information with 

them before setting the page up. Take into account the following recommendations: 

- Domain Registration - Verify that the company allows your company to have a domain and see if they can set it up 

for you, and if so, how much will it cost. 

 -Technical Support - Verify the hours of operation for phone support and check to see if the number is a toll-free 

number. 

 - Changing companies - Verify their policy and how easy it will be for changing to another company if the time 

comes. 

- Site Statistics - While not a necessity, it is a nice feature; see if the company offers site statistics for your web 

page, allowing you to monitor how well your website is doing. 

 -Business Account - See if the company will charge you additional fees if you begin to sell something off of your 

website. 

  -Bandwidth Limitations - Verify that the company does not have a strict bandwidth limitation, which may limit the 

amount of traffic you are capable of receiving.  

  -FrontPage Extensions - If you are using FrontPage, verify FrontPage Extensions are supported. Although not all 

FrontPage users use these features, it is still a good idea to verify this is available. 

 

 



Secrets and tips on promoting your website and blog 

Promote your web page. Unless your website is among the top of search engine results, no one will know your site 

exists. The Internet consists of BILLIONS of web pages, and millions more appear every day. Our tips will help you 

improve your search engine rankings and page quality. Secrets and tips:  

 Your pages must load fast. Use CSS sprites and small photos. Avoid large images and Flash files that take a 

long time to load.  

 

 Content is king. Create new and original content. Make sure all of the content is quality content and that it is 

going to help your visitors. Don’t include too much or too little. Be careful about the language you use 

(grammar and spelling). And be also careful with colours. 

 

 Update and add new content frequently and visitors have yet another reason to return and will visit your site 

more often. Sites that have not been updated in over a month are considered abandoned by most visitors. 

 

 Using product reviews is necessary for any site that sells products. Most people expect at least a general 

review of a product and good reviews from many users can often take the visitor into buying the product. 

 

 Add a catchy picture. People are visual creatures, adding one or more pictures that help catch the visitors 

eyes, build interest, and make sure they don't leave the site immediately.  

 

 Use the word “Free”. Most people on the Internet expect information to be free. If your site contains free 

information, be sure to mention it, for example, "free computer help" is much more catchy than "computer 

help". However, do not abuse the word "free". 

 

 Domain-.If you plan on doing anything with your web page, a domain name is a must. When registering a 

domain name make sure the name is a short, simple, and easy to spell and remember.  

 

 Page title. Most search engines use the title of your web page when displaying your site in their search 

results. Therefore, it is always a smart idea to focus on every web page title.  

 

 Link to all subpages from the main page. Your main page should link to all of your subpages; When 

designing your website, make sure visitors can find what they are looking for within a few clicks. Creating a 

list of subpages or categories, adding a search engine, or making a site map can all help your visitors. 

 

 Use RSS feeds. Creating RSS feeds is an easy way to keep users up-to-date on all website updates and new 

content.  

 

 Your links must work. Broken links are a sign for many readers and search engines that a site is not 

updated. 

 

WEB DESIGN TERMINOLOGY 

Banner         A horizontal Web page advertisement that links to the advertiser's Web site  

Bitmap image (BMP)         Images that are created according to axes.  

Cascading Style Sheet (CSS) A standard language used for applying common styles to Web page elements, such 

as fonts, margins, colors, etc.  

Frame  A device for dividing the screen into multiple areas, subdivisions of a web page allowing the display of 

different HTML documents on the same page.  

File transfer protocol (FTP)   A method of moving files.  

GIF (Graphics Interchange Format)  The original graphics format used on the Web.  

Hypertext markup language (HTML) A language used to create Web pages.  

Hyperlink A word, phrase, or image that connects Web page.  



Hypertext Text displayed on a computer screen with references (links) to other Web pages, sources, etc, that 

the reader can immediately access  

Java  one of the most popular programming languages in use for client-server web applications that can create 

standalone applications, games, etc.  

JavaScript a smaller language that doesn't have the capability of creating standalone applications or games. It's 

usually used inside HTML documents and provides a higher interactivity level than static Web pages.  

JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Group)- A committee that published the JPEG image compression format standard. 

This is a common image/clipart file format.  

Plug-in applications are programs used as part of your Web browser that allow you to download, install, and define 

supplementary programs that play sound or motion video or perform other functions.  

Tags: commands on instructions in HTML. 

WYSIWYG Short for "What You See is What You Get." To display a Web page being edited exactly the same way 

it will be displayed on the Web. 

 

 
 

LINKS 
http://webdesign.about.com/od/webdesignbasics/u/webdesignbasics.htm 

http://www.cleverism.com/how-basic-web-development-languages-html-and-css-work/ 
http://www.computerhope.com/starthtm.htm 
 
 

TUTORIALS 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVfJnltHIM4 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wz2klMXDqF4 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6rKan6loNTw 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NR4arpSA2jI 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5ycN9jBuBw 
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